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Guess what folks, we don’t have to travel to New York, Los

Angeles or even Paris to enjoy and purchase innovative

fashion items for ourselves or loved ones.

We can find them right here at home in the Okanagan at a

few locations to suit our taste and pocketbook.

And this week, we are visiting with one of the talented

jewelry design entrepreneurs outside our front door.

I am constantly reminded of the magic of entrepreneurial

creativity and innovation through the stories I have had

the privilege of experiencing over the past nine years of

writing newspaper columns and television producing in

the world of the entrepreneur.

To quote a worn out phrase, “there is no concrete

formula” seems to bubble to the surface of my mind

when I sit in my favourite chair with my album of articles.

Every time, that exercise verifies to me that

circumstances, both good and sometimes not so good,

prompt the birth of self‐employment through

entrepreneurial pursuit.

Sarah Byrne, the subject of my column this week, offered me an additional wonderful phrase when we met recently

over coffee to discuss her entrepreneurial birth, which epitomizes the root of many self‐employment journeys.

Her “creative explosion” found its root when she designed a singular flower pendant for a friend’s wedding.

Byrne was born and raised in Vernon, involving herself in sports and community activities while growing up in the

North Okanagan.

After completing a cadre of business courses, she moved to Kelowna in 1997, entering the corporate commercial

insurance industry where she remained for about 11 years recently leaving for the birth of her first child.

Byrne remarked that deep inside her heart and soul she knew that although she loved working in the commercial

insurance industry and still does, that she would one day embrace the passion to become an entrepreneur that she

felt welling up inside her over time.

In 2002, she met her husband in Kelowna and married in 2007 which was really where the significance of becoming

entrepreneurial came to be—during her maternity leave with the couple’s first child.

Byrne told me she seemed to consistently adhere to her creative side penciling designs on paper while thinking about

jewelry trends and fashions and particular designs concepts that came to mind in her daily travel.

Beginning in a more serious vein, Byrne began to move forward with her thoughts with action acquiring various craft

supplies to experiment with designing and assembling jewelry pieces for friends and loved ones during a Christmas

period a few short years ago.

The reaction from everyone who received and viewed her early design creations were so excited with Byrne’s new

journey that before she knew what was happening, she was experiencing a textbook case of market demand.

People were recognizing and applauding her latent talent for jewelry design. For the first time, she began to accept
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Business, two highly reputable women’s mentoring organizations were the avenues of choice for furthering her

personal development.

And so Byrne’s entrepreneurial story continues into 2008 when she developed her network of jewelry raw material

suppliers leading to the pivotal point for her new venture creation early in 2009, launching SIMS of Glass Art.

She poured out her heart through desire, passion to become a genuine new jewelry designer and glass artist from the

Okanagan region of Canada. (Yes folks, she is thinking globally.)

Immediate popularity and custom orders accompanying her beautiful website and online order process amazed

Byrne how quickly the reaction has been to her innovative and creative nature.

A female entrepreneur who believes strongly in her faith and that she has discovered what she is meant to

do—bringing joy and pleasure to those who acquire and treasure her beautiful jewelry and glass art products.

Still, Byrne donates five per cent of her proceeds to the Education Center of the New Fire Museum.

Byrne is currently embarking on stepping up her skills, taking a silversmith course to prompt her to experiment

aggressively in the sterling silver jewelry marketplace.

Byrne told me as we were getting ready to say goodbye from our coffee talk that she knew that becoming an

entrepreneur required hard work and determination along with positive thinking, that she has to constantly exercise

a well‐balanced lifestyle as wife, mother and creative entrepreneur.

But, I can tell you that I didn’t have to ask, as the incredible smile on Sarah Byrne’s face told me it has been

worthwhile. And to quote a lyric from a Carpenters hit song from the 1970s, “”we’ve only just begun.”

Check out Sarah Byrne’s jewelry products at Belle Maison on Bernard and the Briar Patch on Hollywood and

Highway 33. Her website is www.glassartbysims.com. You won’t be disappointed.

Joel Young is an entrepreneurial leadership coach, educator and consultant and the founder of the Okanagan Valley

Entrepreneurs Society.

eagleyoung@shaw.ca
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 Reggin Perhaps Mr. Johnson simply

needs to attend JRRATS meetings or other community

meetings to see if Mr. Hayes is actually doing his duty.. If

you are not involved you really do not understand what

has...

Kelowna Capital News ‐ Constituents say Hayes

has poor communication skills · 1 day ago

 cyberlots Why have curbside and a

transfer station and a landfill. Why not have a landfill in

West Kelowna and cut out the transfer station all

together? I believe the Regional District is costing

taxpayers...

Kelowna Capital News ‐ Transfer station to go on

landfill site · 1 day ago

 cyberlots Directors treat grant

money from Provincial Govenment like its free to us.

wouldn't have voted to pay that much for a sign if it was

grant money or not! Government treats taxpayers like

they are...

Kelowna Capital News ‐ Joe Rich area can’t live

down ‘budding’ reputation · 1 day ago

 applegrower I would like to express

my sympathy to the family of the girl that was killed.

However, this tragedy should be considered from

another point of view as well. I am over 70, but consider

myself a...

Kelowna Capital News ‐ 15‐year‐old girl killed in

Lake Country accident · 2 days ago

 Reggin Guess the writer has not had

to deal with Hayes on a regular basis. He refuses to have

anything to do with the local community group, the

gravel pit committee, the forestry spray committee. I

get...

Kelowna Capital News ‐ Hayes communications

skills are just fine · 2 days ago
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wilfmulder welcome to twitter @SandSimao - JCI
Vernon Chapter President ! #jci #vernon #okanagan
2 hours ago 

VernonChamber @EnderbyChamber Great to see
another #Okanagan Chmaber using Twitter!
2 hours ago 

allisonmmarkin Teaching something somewhere in
the #okanagan pretty much every day this week.
#aswclass
4 hours ago 

DorisJanssen #Wine segments on CHBC #TV News
available again ... any #Okanagan wine experts
interested?
7 hours ago 

OkanaganWriting Laptop with computer dude since
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